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Abstract: The problem of adult education is actualized in the
context of today, due to the introduction of continuing education
and the need for lifelong learning. One of the priorities of
education is always relevant to the preparation and development
of the staffing potential of the education system, including adult
education. The leading specialist in this field is andragogue as a
specialist in training, counseling, providing social assistance and
performing organizational and managerial functions in the adult
environment. The relevance and demand for the training of
andragogues is conditioned by the growing influence of education
on the course of socio-economic, political, and cultural
development of the world community. In order to find out the real
state of andragogue preparation in Ukraine, the authors developed
and tested a questionnaire of online adult education experts using
the Google form. The results of the study show that
representatives ~ of  state  institutions, non-governmental
organizations and public associations have enough scientific and
practically oriented experience in the field of adult education. Their
activities are centered around providing adult education and
counseling services to careers, mobility, retraining and life
trajectory design. The need for training andragogues as specialists
in the field of adult education capable of effectively organizing the
adult learning process has been identified. Respondents identified
significant personal qualities of the andragogue: organizational and
communicative abilities, broad outlook, emotional stability,
availability of analytical, prognostic and project skills and cognitive
activity.
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1. Introduction

We are accustomed to thinking that only children need help to learn,
and adults decide for themselves why and how they learn. Today, however,
education has become a significant factor in the development of not only
man but also society. The vital innovation, technical, information and social
processes that are taking place in all forms of work today are changing the
situation, activating the value of new educational ideas and forms of adult
learning that meet the needs and social order of today's society. The idea of
lifelong education and lifelong learning has become practically necessary and
important for humanity as a whole, for every organization interested in
development and prosperity, for any adult who is committed to productive
activity, self-realization and creativity.

Adult education is a part of lifelong learning, aimed at realizing the
right of every adult to continue learning, taking into account their personal
needs, social development priorities and the needs of the economy. At the
beginning of the 21st century, lifelong learning became the defining
educational trend in most European countries. The international community
is in favor of empowering adults in their quest to learn, regardless of age,
nationality, professional or social background. Adult education is recognized
as one of the effective ways to improve the quality of life of citizens,
enhance professional mobility, and effectively build civil society.

Therefore, adult education specialists - andragogues - are becoming
increasingly popular in various fields of social life. A number of practical
steps have been taken in this direction by the international community: the
training of andragogues for different sectors of the economy is being
conducted in higher education institutions, the activity of career advisers as
specialists in the professional career of adults is normalized, methodically
substantiated educational programs for adults on the andragogical principles
etc.

European countries are united in their quest to train qualified adult
education professionals who can meet the challenges of today and provide
adult education. In Ukraine, the training of adults in the field of adult
education is conducted in institutions of higher education in educational and
pedagogical programs of the second (mastet's) level of higher education in
the field of knowledge ”01 Education” in the specialty ” 011 Educational,
pedagogical sciences ” or “Sciences about education ” specialization “015
Pedagogy of higher education” with future qualification “Teacher of
universities and higher education institutions”.
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2. Literature review

In general, andragogics (from gr. aner, andros - adult, mature husband
+ ago - lead) as a completed theory of adult learning appears in the work of
the prominent American scientist Knowles (1970). Knowles (1970), as an
adult education theorist, believes that the primary task of the global
pedagogical community is to "train competent educators in adult education
who are able to use their knowledge in a constantly changing environment,
to engage in constant self-improvement and self-awareness". The article by
Keefe (2015) describes the experience of using the six assumptions of
Knowles in practical adult education of Myles Hortone from the
Highlanders Folk School. In the context of the study, the works of foreign
scientists on the problems of the andragogical orientation of the profession
of teacher are important. Scientists De Oliveira (2005), Billett (2010) are
addressing the urgent need of modern man to study for life, justifying its
emergence with the need for professional mobility of an adult in the context
of globalization changes. The article by Housel (2020) discusses the
problems of preliminary training and advanced training of teachers for
adults. Researchers are considering innovative methods and forms of adult
learning, such as MOE platforms, distance courses and online programs
(Sato, Haegele & Foot, 2017).

Researchers talk about the importance of social media and open
information resources in adult learning (Youde, 2020). The article by
Pashkevich, Yezhova, and Gerasymenko (2020) is devoted to the use of
information and communication technologies in self-education of a person.
The article by Youde (2018) discusses the Andragogical model of blended
learning. Noting their importance in the professional development of the
individual. It 1s very difficult to measure the effectiveness of using different
adult learning methods, there is a constant need for their development and
justification (Young, Rathwell & Callary, 2020). This is the origin of
Andragogics as the science of adult learning (Henschke, 2011), whose main
purpose is to justify the concepts, technologies and techniques of adult
learning (Blackley & Sheftield, 2015).

Practical aspects of the preparation of andragogues are revealed
through the prism of the necessary competencies of an adult education
specialist (Carter, Solberg & Solberg, 2017) and the system of relevant
requirements for his personal qualities (Bugreeva, 2019), features of
pedagogical and andragogical approaches in adult learning (Higg &
Kurczewska, 2019). As revealed in an article by Yezhova, Pashkevich &
Manoilenko (2018), the world's leading fashion education institutions offer
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short and complete training courses in fashion design for adults with
experience in the fashion industry or related industries. The article by
Gopalakrishnan (2020) considers the problem of multilingual pedagogy in
adult education. The article by Callary, Rathwell & Young (2017) addresses
the issue of training trainers working with Masters Athletes (MA).

The research of Owusu-Agyeman et al. (2018) prove the need to
develop specific methods of adult learning because it has unique personal
experiences that influence the learning process and its outcomes. Today,
most companies use this provision to increase the efficiency of their
employees, and to improve the lives of citizens around the world (Hlela,
2019).

Adult learning methods need to be more creative and open to
change, noted Ajayi (2019). They must be flexible, capable of forming
critical, environmental and creative thinking of adults and teamwork skills
(Bengo, 2020).

An analysis of the content of available scientific evidence indicates a
tendency to extend andragogical approaches to adult education. However,
this experience is not sufficiently reflected. The cornerstone of this problem
is the provision of an adult education plane by skilled professionals capable
of effectively organizing the adult learning process in a globalized society.

3. Methodology of the Study

The purpose of the article is to reveal the real state of preparation of
andragogues in Ukraine.

3.1 Participants

An online survey of adult education professionals was conducted
during March-May 2019. The link to the Google form was sent through
social networks to providers of educational services in the field of adult
education (institutes of postgraduate education, departments of pedagogy,
vocational education and management of educational institutions, public
organizations, etc.). The sample is valid and relevant, represented by 186
respondents (Figure 1-2), 71.5% of whom are teachers of higher education
institutions and institutes of advanced training; 24.7% are representatives of
non-governmental and commercial organizations working with adults; 3.8%
are students of the second (master's) level of higher education.

The average age of the respondents was from 31 to 50 years (62.9%),
under 30 years - 21%, over 50 years - 13.8%. By education, the distribution
of respondents is as follows: 65.1% of respondents have a higher
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pedagogical education, 30.6% have a higher non-pedagogical one, 5.9% have
a secondary special pedagogical one, 2.7% have a secondary special
education, 5% have a secondary, 5% - researchers in various fields of
knowledge.

3.2. Methods

With the help of the Google Form, the authors created the Adult
Education Survey, which included 15 questions about the current state of
adult education in Ukraine, the existing problems and the specificities of
training adult education professionals, the professional competencies of an
andragogue as an adult education specialist. One or more choices can be
made in the answers to some questions.

4. The results of the study

The analysis of the respondents’ answers regarding professional
affiliation and services gives grounds to state that the majority of adult
education specialists are representatives of the state of the educational
sector: teachers, methodologists, future students in the field of adult
education. The non-governmental sector is partly represented by non-formal
adult education coaches

In the course of their professional activity, 80% of the respondents
had to solve diverse problems of adults in terms of improving their skills,
changing their professional skills, acquiring additional competences. 20% of
those surveyed do not yet have experience in addressing adult problems.

Almost all respondents participated in seminars, conferences or
other activities on adult education, either on theitr own initiative or on their
job responsibilities. Such a strong motivation of the respondents, in our
opinion, is caused by the need for additional knowledge about the features
of adult learning, as evidenced by the respondents' answers to the question
"How much do you need knowledge in the field of adult education?" (Fig.

i
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| don't need it
at all maybe | need
19 8%

| think | need
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necessa
rathe:; ;(ye:)eded 29% ry

Fig. 1. Distribution of the respondents' answers to the question "How much do
you need knowledge in the field of adult education?"

Considering such consumer demand for adult education curricula,
we consider it necessary to intensify their development and implementation
at the level of higher education institutions and institutes of advanced
training. In addition, this demand additionally causes the introduction of a
new profession name "Andragogue" with code 2359.2 (professional group
"Other professionals in the field of education") into the Classifier of
Professions.

The content analysis of respondents' answers to the definition of
profession "Andragogue" revealed three approaches to understanding the
essence of this profession: 1) specialist for adult learning (69%), 2) teacher
tfor adult learning (15%), 3) specialist in the design and implementation of
adult training programs (11%) (Fig. 2).
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Specialist in
_ the design,
unde(c);lded implementati
5% on and

delivery of
adult training
programs
11%

Fig. 2. Distribution of respondents' answers regarding the definition of the
Andragogue profession

Thus, the majority of respondents present the specifics of the
activities of the andragogue through adult learning in general social
(formation, implementation and delivery of adult education programs) or
pedagogical approaches. The need for such a specialist to have professional
knowledge of the specific nature of adult learning and relevant personal
qualities is unambiguous. In particular, 88% of the respondents indicated
this. According to the respondents, the powers of the andragogue include
counseling (21% of respondents), support during professional activities
(15%), provision of social assistance (12%) and organization and

management of adult learning (5%) (Fig. 3).
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Adult learning | 88%
Adult education specialist | 69%

Consultancy [ 21%
Support during professional..| ] 15%
Adult educator / teacher | 15%

Social assistance |[__] 12%

Fig. 3. Distribution of the respondents' answers to the question "What is the
professional activity of the andragoguer"

Regarding the education of the andragogue, 49% of the respondents
identified as necessary the second (master) level of higher pedagogical
education, 10% the first (bachelor) level of higher pedagogical education,
14% - the first (bachelor) level of higher non-pedagogical education (Fig. 4).

Notable is the fact that a considerable part of the respondents (22%)
indicated that the training of andragogues by means of non-formal education
was sufficient; 5% of respondents consider education a secondary
requirement for an adult education specialist. The main thing for them is to
be able to respond to the requests of adults with all available teaching
methods, forms and technologies.

does not Bachelor's
matter Degree
non-formal __ 2" \(Ped?gg/gical)
i ()
education
22% .
- Master's
degree
(pedagogical)
49%

Bachelor's
Degree (Non-
Pedagogical)

14%

Fig. 4. Distribution of respondents' answers to the question "What do you think
should be the requirements for the education of an adult education specialist?"
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The next question on the questionnaire concerned the qualification
requirements for specialists in adult education (a scale of 0 to 5 was used in
the assessment, where 0 is not significant at all, 5 is very significant).
According to the respondents, what is important for the adult education
specialist is "knowledge of adult learning methods (methods, techniques,
technologies, etc.)" - 66% of the answers and "theoretical knowledge of the
basics of andragogy, acmeology, anthropology, history of adult education
development" - 45% of the answers (Fig. 5).

Knowledge of adult learning
methods

| 66%

| 45%

Knowledge of psychology of adult

0,
development | 32%

Knowledge of management theory
and methodology

Knowledge of marketing, image 0
technology and PR-technologies :l 19%

| 25%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

Fig. 5. Significance of the qualification requirements for adult education
professionals

Knowledge, according to the respondents, have less importance:

- in psychology of adult development - 32%;

- in theory and methodology of management (pedagogical, project,
strategic, self-management, human resources management, etc.) - 25%;

- in marketing, image and PR technologies - 19%.

Such distribution of answers, in our opinion, is explained by the
well-established perception of andragogy as a branch of pedagogical science.
Accordingly, the qualifications of a specialist in adult education are narrowed
down to the pedagogical process of learning. The experience of foreign
countries shows that the qualification requirements for the andragogue cover
to a greater extent the knowledge of management theory and methodology
(pedagogical, project, strategic, self-management, human resources
management, etc.). This is explained, in our opinion, by the fact that the
andragogue in this context is not so much teaching the adult as
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accompanying, helping to build their own life strategy of learning and
development. Therefore, knowledge of managing, designing and marketing
adult living space is more important.

Regarding the personal qualities of the andragogue, the variation of
responses has a wide range (Fig. 06).

Organizational skills 99%
Communicative abilities
Wide view

Analytical, prognostic and..
Emotional stability
Pedagogical abilities
Cognitive activity
Social intelligence
Pedagogical imagination
Emotionality

30%
21%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Fig. 6. Distribution of answers to the question “What personality traits should an
adult education specialist have? (select all options) »

Respondents identified significant personal qualities of the
andragogue: organizational and communicative abilities, broad outlook,
emotional stability, availability of analytical, prognostic and project skills and
cognitive activity. Also important are the social intelligence and pedagogical
imagination of a specialist in adult education.

The aforementioned qualities and knowledge of an andragogue can
manifest in such professional spheres of activity as: educational, consulting,
tutorial, scientific-methodical and cultural-educational (fig. 7)
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Educational | 81%

Advisory | 60%

Tutorial | 39%

Scientific and.. | 30%
Cultural and educational | 22%

Hard to say [] 5%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Fig. 7. Areas of activity of a specialist in the field of adult education

Unfortunately, the survey participants were unable to name a higher
education institution that trains adult education professionals. It has been
suggested that this may be the National Pedagogical University.
Drahomanov or Chernivtsi Y. Fedkovich National University, Poltava
University of Economics and Trade ("3rd Millennium University") and the
Shepetivsk Combined Educational and Production Inter-school, which
provides media literacy and mediation training for adults and training in
driver and smoke courses.

However, specialists in the field of adult education in Ukraine are
trained in higher education institutions at the second (master's) level with the
qualification “Teacher of Universities and Higher Education Institutions”.
The author analyzes the educational and professional programs of the
second (master's) level of higher education in the field of knowledge 01
Education ” in the specialty 7011 Science of education ” and 7015
Vocational education” with the specialization “Pedagogy of higher
education”, developed by institutions of higher education in 2016-2018 on
their sites. The analysis was carried out in a random order on the following
indicators: qualification, which is assigned; purpose and main focus of the
program and specialization; suitability of graduates for further employment;
selective subjects, in particular the discipline of independent choice of
educational institution and the discipline of free choice of student; place and
peculiarities of industrial practice.
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5. Conclusions

The results of the study revealed that the respondents were aware of
the specificity of the andragogue profession as a specialist in the field of
adult education, possessing a complex of specialized andragogical
knowledge, skills that provide educational activities with adults, taking into
account the specificity of their educational needs and age characteristics.

The study found that education professionals are aware of the

problems of adult education and support the need for training andragogues.
Such specialist should have special andragogical knowledge, skills, methods,
techniques and forms of work with adults for quality assurance of the
educational process. Adult, being an active subject of the educational
process, he determines the extent of his involvement in it and the degree of
need for interaction with the teacher.
Significant personal qualities of the andragogue are defined: organizational
and communicative abilities, wide horizons, emotional stability, availability
of analytical, prognostic and project skills and cognitive activity. The
aforementioned qualities and knowledge of an andragogue can manifest in
such professional spheres of activity as: educational, consulting, tutorial,
scientific-methodical and cultural-educational. In Ukraine, training of
specialists in the field of adult education as teachers of higher education has
been initiated, which allows for the public recognition of the profession of
andragogue as a specialist in the field of adult education.

References

Ajayi, E. A. (2019). The role of traditional folklore in facilitating adult learning in
Nigeria. International Review of Education, 65(6), 859-877.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11159-019-09807-7 .

Billett, S. (2010). Lifelong learning and self: Work, subjectivity and learning. Studies
in Continuing Education, 32(1), 1-16.
https://doi.org/10.1080/01580370903534223 .

Bengo, N. M. D. A. (2020). Managing Instructional Strategies in Classrooms With
Adult Learners. The Journal of Continuing Higher Education, 1-13.
https://doi.org/10.1080/07377363.2020.1712578 .

Blackley, S., & Sheffield, R. (2015). Digital andragogy: A richer blend of initial
teacher education in the 21st century. Issues in Educational Research, 25(4),
397-414.

Bugreeva, E. A. (2019). Challenges and solutions in teaching adults: an in-company

course of English. Journal of Teaching English for Specific and Academic Purposes,
413-421. https://doi.org/10.22190/jtesap1904413b .

248



Training an Andragogue as a Specialist in Adult Education
Oksana SAMOILENKO et al.

Callary, B., Rathwell, S., & Young, B. W. (2017). Alignment of masters swim
coaches’ approaches with the andragogy in practice model. International
Sport Coaching Journal, 4(2), 177-190. https://doi.org/10.1123 /isc.2016-
0102 .

Carter, C. S., Solberg, L. B., & Solberg, L. M. (2017). Applying theories of adult
learning in developing online programs in gerontology. Journal of Adult and
Continning Education, 23(2), 197-205.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1477971417721718 .

De Oliveira, A. L. (2015). Learning autonomy and lifelong education and learning:

the importance of sociological factors. Revista Praxis Educacional, 11(20),
165-188.

Gopalakrishnan, A. (2020). Ecological perspectives on implementing multilingual
pedagogies in adult foreign language classrooms — a comparative case
study. International Journal of Multilingnalism, 1-22.
https://doi.org/10.1080/14790718.2020.1712405 .

Higg, G., & Kurczewska, A. (2019). Who is the student entrepreneur?
Understanding the emergent adult through the pedagogy and andragogy
interplay. Journal of Small Business Management, 57(S1), 130-147.
https://doi.org/10.1111/jsbm.12496 .

Henschke, J. A. (2011). A Productive Decade of Andragogy’s History and
Philosophy: 2000-2009. In Assessing and evaluating adult learning in career and
technical edncation, 44-71. 1GI Global. https://doi.org/10.4018/978-1-61520-
745-9.ch004 .

Hlela, Z. (2019). Learning through participation: towards defining adult learning in
an African rural village context. Commmunity Development Journal, 54(4), 660-
676. https://doi.org/10.1093/cdj/bsy028n .

Housel, D. A. (2020). When Co-Occurring Factors Impact Adult Learners:
Suggestions for Instruction, Preservice Training, and Professional
Development. Adult Iearning, 31(1), 6-10.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1045159519849910 .

Knowles, M. S. (1970). The Modern Practice of Adult Education: From Pedagogy to
Andragogy. Association press.

Keefe, D. (2015). Andragogy in the Appalachians: Myles Horton, the Highlander
Folk School, and education for social and economic justice. International
Journal of Adult Vocational Education and Technology (ILAVET), 6(3), 16-30.
https://doi.org/10.4018 /IJAVET.2015070102 .

Owusu-Agyeman, Y., Fourie-Malherbe, M., & Frick, L. (2018). Exploring the
educational needs of adult learners: A study of three universities in Ghana.
Journal of Adult and Continuing Education, 24(2), 165-187.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1477971418782997 .

249



Revista Romaneasca pentru June, 2020
Educatie Multidimensionala Volume 12, Issue 2

Pashkevich, K., Yezhova, O., & Gerasymenko, O. (2020). Use of information and
communication technologies for organizing self-education of personality in
the field of clothes design. Information Technologies and I earning Tools, 76(2),
58-69. https://doi.org/10.33407 /itlt.v76i2.2800 .

Sato, T., Haegele, J. A., & Foot, R. (2017). Developing online graduate coursework
in adapted physical education utilizing andragogy theory. Quest, 69(4), 453-
466. https://doi.org/10.1080/00336297.2017.1284679 .

Yezhova, O. V., Pashkevich, K. L., & Manoilenko, N. V. (2018). Comparative
analysis of foreign models of fashion education. Revista Romidineascd pentru
Educatie Multidimensionala, 10(2), 88-101.
https://doi.org/10.18662/rrem/48 .

Youde, A. (2018). Andragogy in blended learning contexts: effective tutoring of
adult learners studying part-time, vocationally relevant degrees at a
distance. International Journal of Lifelong Education, 37(2), 255-272.
https://doi.org/10.1080/02601370.2018.1450303 .

Youde, A. (2020). I don’t need peer support: effective tutoring in blended learning
environments for part-time, adult learners. Higher Education Research &
Development, 1-15. https://doi.org/10.1080/07294360.2019.1704692 .

Young, B. W., Rathwell, S., & Callary, B. (2020). Testing a coaching assessment tool

derived from adult education in adult sport. Psychology of Sport and Exercise,
47,101632. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.psychsport.2019.101632 .

250



