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METHODS OF TEACHING FOREIGN LANGUAGE VOCABULARY ONLINE 

ГУСТІ Ілона Іштванівна, БОРТО Клавдія Августинівна. МЕТОДИКА ВИКЛАДАННЯ 
ІНШОМОВНОЇ ЛЕКСИКИ ОНЛАЙН 

Стаття досліджує інтеграцію технологій у викладання іноземних мов, зокрема набуття 
словникового запасу, що останнім часом привертає значну увагу. Хоча потенційні переваги 
навчання з використанням технологій є незаперечними, швидкий розвиток технологій 
вимагає постійних досліджень для визначення ефективних інструментів та стратегій. 
Метою нашої статті є представлення поточного стану викладання словникового запасу на 
основі технологій, аналіз його переваг, викликів та впливу на викладання іноземних мов. 

Ключові слова: переваги та недоліки, цифрові інструменти, онлайн-навчання, онлайн-
платформи, онлайн-викладання англійської лексики, інтеграція технологій, словниковий запас, 
викладання лексики. 

 
HUSZTI Ilona Ishtvanivna, BARTA Klaudia Augustynivna. METHODS OF TEACHING FOREIGN 

LANGUAGE VOCABULARY ONLINE 
This paper investigates the integration of technology into language teaching, particularly 

vocabulary acquisition, which has garnered significant attention in recent years. While the potential 
benefits of technology-enhanced learning are undeniable, the rapid pace of technological advancement 
necessitates continuous research to identify effective tools and strategies. The aim of the paper is to 
present the current state of technology-based vocabulary teaching, examining its advantages, 
challenges, and implications for language pedagogy. 

A comprehensive analysis of the literature reveals a growing body of research exploring the use of 
technology in language classrooms. Studies have demonstrated the potential of various tools and 
platforms, such as online dictionaries, interactive exercises, multimedia resources, and virtual learning 
environments, to enhance vocabulary acquisition. These technologies offer opportunities for 
personalized learning, increased learner autonomy, and the development of communicative 
competence. 

However, the effective integration of technology requires careful consideration of several factors. 
Issues such as digital divide, technical proficiency, and the potential for distraction can hinder the 
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learning process itself. Moreover, the quality of digital resources varies significantly, and teachers must 
possess the skills to critically evaluate and select appropriate materials. It is essential to strike a 
balance between technology-mediated instruction and traditional teaching methods in order to 
optimize learning outcomes. 

Furthermore, the study highlights the importance of pedagogical considerations in technology-
based vocabulary teaching. Effective vocabulary instruction involves not only the presentation of new 
words but also the development of word-learning strategies, the creation of rich language contexts, 
and opportunities for vocabulary practice. Technology can support these processes through providing 
interactive activities, authentic language input, and opportunities for collaborative learning. 

Keywords: advantages and disadvantages, digital tools, online learning, online platforms, online 
teaching of English vocabulary, technology integration, vocabulary knowledge, vocabulary teaching. 

 
Statement and justification of the relevance 

of the problem. In recent years, there has been a 
growing interest in integrating technology into the 
teaching and learning of the English language. 
Several researchers have drawn attention to the 
importance of ICT tools. However, it is essential to 
conduct continuous research in the field due to 
technology’s rapid pace of advancement. It 
necessitates recognizing new tools and techniques 
to respond to new challenges and opportunities. 
Failure to do so may result in outdated knowledge 
and practices, rendering previous research and 
findings outdated. Therefore, ongoing research in 
this field is necessary.  

Analysis of recent publications. A fair 
amount of literature has been published on 
vocabulary acquisition and technology imple-
mentation in language teaching. Most of these are 
based upon empirical studies investigating the 
effectiveness of the tools inside the language 
learning classroom. Garrett [6] highlighted the 
significance of technological tools while 
demonstrating the emerging trends of the late 20th 
and early 21st century. Harmer [9] and Nation [13] 
provide employable methodology for teaching 
vocabulary. Solano, Cabrera, Ulehlova and 
Espinoza [17], Zabolotna, Zagoruiko, Panchenko 
and Plotnikov [23], and Polok and Starowicz [15], 
among other researchers, offer empirical findings 
related to the field.  

The aim of the paper is to identify the 
usefulness and methods of technology-based voca-
bulary teaching. The research methods applied in 
this study are theoretical, such as analysis, 
synthesis, classification and generalization. 

Presentation of the main research material. 
The continuous development of technology 
resulted in new approaches in many fields of 
science, including linguistics. The study of 
teaching language skills welcomed this change, 
resulting in a shift from traditional methods to 
virtual. The phase of this shift can pose challenges 
to educators since they need expertise in techno-
logical use, teaching methodology, instruc-tional 
strategy, assessment, and evaluation sys-tems.  

With the new era of teaching, educators are 
compelled to overcome obstacles and adapt to a 
new teaching environment. This means recon-

sidering and further developing teaching metho-
dology, understanding issues from new perspec-
tives, and finding new solutions.  

Teachers must select methods and materials 
tailored to the unique needs of their students. 
Throughout the history of language teaching, a 
variety of methods and approaches have been used, 
including the grammar translation method, audio-
lingual method, structural method, direct method, 
oral approach, situational language teaching, and 
community language teaching. These methods 
have significantly impacted language education 
and have offered valuable insights into language 
acquisition. In the context of an online classroom, 
the implications of methodology take on a new 
dimension [14]. 

Today, Computer Assisted Language Lear-
ning (CALL) and consumer technologies aid L2 
acquisition. Postsecondary language teachers today 
are well-versed in, or at least familiar with, the 
usage of technology in the classroom. The 
frequency of the usage could be limited, for some 
teachers do not harness CALL properly. They use 
email, digital audio and video files, and authentic 
materials found on the internet, but CALL is a 
more complex approach, a fusion of technology, 
theory, and pedagogy [6]. 

CALL helped remodel language learning: 
while pedagogy used to think the four skills could 
only be taught separately, technology showed a 
holistic approach; and while written emails or 
utterances used to be considered inauthentic, today 
it is recognized that texting and chat are authentic 
modes of communication. Hence, the utilization of 
technology cannot solely depend on pedagogical 
practices. Teachers need to take into account both 
Second Language Acquisition (SLA) and Foreign 
Language Acquisition (FLA) theories, current 
pedagogy, and technology all at once. A fourth 
component highlighted by Garrett [6] is infra-
structure, which includes the teaching spaces like 
classrooms and language labs, the professional 
development support structure of the institution, 
and the national structure and support. 

Online Teaching Modes 
Online learning offers the following modes: 

synchronous, asynchronous, blended or hybrid, 
and collaborative.  
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Synchronous learning offers direct contact 
between educators and learners, with the learning 
activity happening simultaneously. Due to direct 
communication, students receive immediate ans-
wers and engage in discussions. Teachers have 
more control over the learning process, and 
schedules are maintained [3]. 

Asynchronous learning involves no live clas-
ses, thus the contact between teachers and students 
is indirect. There are recordings and online 
resources to aid the learning process. To gain more 
insight into the progress of the learners, educators 
request weekly or monthly check-ins in the online 
sphere. Students are required to complete the 
assignments within the course duration, but the 
schedule is otherwise not firmly set. This allows 
for a more flexible learning process.  

Blended or hybrid learning is a mix between 
synchronous and asynchronous learning. Students 
are divided into groups, part of which attends the 
class virtually, the other physically.  

Collaborative learning is a process where 
multiple students work together as a team to 
achieve a common goal. It involves the use of 
communication tools that help facilitate effective 
communication and collaboration among the team 
members. 

Online teaching requires creativity and effec-
tiveness for lesson plan organizing, content prepa-
ration, assessment and feedback, monitoring, 
grading and so on [3]. Thanks to various virtual 
classroom platforms and tools like Moodle, Google 
Classroom, Kahoot, Canva, Prezi, Whiteboard or 
Zoom, teachers are now well-equipped to give 
online classes with ease [14]. 

Several studies have been conducted to 
compare academic performance in traditional 
classrooms with those in online courses, yielding 
mixed results. Some studies, such as the research 
carried out by van Schaik, Barker, and Beckstrand 
[20] and Waschull [21], have found no significant 
difference between the two methods of instruction. 
Tucker [18] found improved academic perfor-
mance, while Urtel [19] found the opposite. 

The debate surrounding online education has 
led to a surge in research exploring the effects of 
online classes. Little, Titarenko, and Bergelson 
[12] explained how online classes facilitate cross-
cultural learning by connecting students 
worldwide. According to Clark-Ibanez and Scott 
[3], online classes are popular among students due 
to the flexibility, anonymity, and cost savings they 
offer [2]. 

Advantages and Disadvantages of Voca-
bulary Teaching with Technology 

ICT-based teaching offers several advantages. 
With the new virtual teaching learning platform 
emerging, teachers and students can join classes 
without needing physical closeness, all in one 
click. It has proven to be a valuable resource not 
only during the recent pandemic but also in times 

of emergency remote learning. Its benefits gained 
recognition for allowing effective and efficient 
delivery of educational content in a remote setting 
[14].  

Although online teaching platforms have 
many benefits, they also have several drawbacks 
[14]: 

 Physical development decreases: the 
health risks of long periods spent in front of a 
screen are widely recognized.  

 Straining of eyes and mind: the problems 
caused range from headaches and backaches to 
insomnia or anxiety, among many other physical 
and mental issues. 

 Technological knowledge and appropriate 
operation are required to avoid cybercrime. 

 Students may be distracted by unwanted 
advertisements and unhealthy social media.  

 The risk of criminal activities, including 
cybercrime, hacking, blackmailing, etc. 

 Antiviruses and spyware, phishing, 
hacking, and bullying might damage digital aids.  

 Students with a lack of self-discipline face 
hardships without the traditional fixed 
environment.  

Parbin [14] recommended the following steps 
to be taken to overcome the difficulties: 

a. Technology should be taught in early 
education. 

b. Separate internet connection facilities 
with educational content and without social, anti-
social, or cyber activities.  

c. Government-provided gadgets with 
required data packs, especially for children of 
more challenging socio-economic backgrounds. 

d. Privacy settings in digital aids, with 
passwords to protect apps.  

e. Preferring blended learning over 
asynchronous, using that mode if available 

f. Short-term training programs or 
professional development programs for teachers to 
gain competence in online teaching. 

On the Matter of Words 
Teaching vocabulary is the basis of language 

learning. There are three factors to consider when 
it comes to language [13]: 

1) its total number of words 
Collecting a language’s total list of words is 

an ambitious endeavour which is inherently unat-
tainable. Yet, an estimated number would benefit 
language learners. To achieve this, the following 
questions should be considered: What constitutes a 
word? Should derived words be counted 
separately? Do words with multiple meanings 
count as one? Should proper nouns be considered 
as words? 

Webster’s Third New International Dictionary 
is the largest non-historical dictionary of English 
[13]. Without proper names, it contains 114,000 
word families [8]. However, even native speakers 
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do not know every word of their mother tongue. A 
second or foreign language learner need not learn 
such a large number of words. 

2) the number of words known by native 
speakers 

To set the broadness of necessary vocabulary 
for ESL/EFL learners, we could focus on the 
number of words spoken by native speakers. 
Studies [8; 24] show that an educated English as an 
L1 speaker knows around 20,000 word families. 
However, proper nouns are not included in this 
number, and we should bear in mind that word 
families have several derived members. Addi-
tionally, a native English speaker learns an 
estimated 1000 word families a year. While this is 
possible for ESL/EFL learners to achieve this, it 
would be more realistic and feasible to approach 
the task differently. 

3) the number of words needed to use the 
language 

The Lexical Frequency Profile, developed by 
Laufer and Nation [11], is a widely used measure 
of vocabulary frequency in second language 
acquisition. It divides word families based on 
frequency: 

• the first 1000 most frequently used word 
families,  

• the second 1000 most frequently used word 
families,  

• the University Word List,  
• the remaining words (or off-list words). 
The first 2000 words in the list are taken from 

the General Service List of English Words by West 
[22]. The University Words List by Praninskas 
[16] and The New Academic Word List by 
Coxhead [4] make up the remaining 570 word 
families. 

However, one major drawback of this 
vocabulary profile is that it is based on a word list 
dating back to 1953. Therefore, some words, 
especially nouns commonly used nowadays, may 
not appear in the first 2000 words [5].  

The 2000 high-frequency family words list is 
based on West’s General Service List. Around 156 
word families are function words, the rest being 
content words. The older generation of graded 
readers use this list as a reference. To read without 
getting distracted by unfamiliar words, one needs 
to have a vocabulary range of 15000 to 20000 
words [13]. 

Teaching Vocabulary 
Eliciting vocabulary is a crucial aspect of 

teaching. Deciding when to introduce meanings is 
determined by frequency of usage, usefulness, and 
appropriateness. It is not enough to teach single 
words, vocabulary must be taught in context, 
including related words, collocations, idiomatic 
phrases, and lexical chunks. 

Collocations are words that are frequently 
used together, like «bad mood», «sleeping badly», 
«bursting into tears», and so on. Lexical phrases or 

chunks are groups of words that act as a single unit 
of meaning, such as «run out of» or «hadn’t slept a 
wink». These phrases can be either fixed, like «I’d 
better get a move on», or semi-fixed, like «I’ll 
do/make it myself». Idioms are metaphors that are 
widely accepted and frequently used in a language, 
such as «drop out of school». Some idioms may 
even become proverbs, which are a society’s 
shared ideals and advice, like «every cloud has a 
silver lining». Clichés are overused idiomatic 
phrases, like «I’m over the moon». It is crucial to 
teach words in the context of collocations and 
lexical chunks since knowing which words go 
together helps develop fluency.  

To teach new words, teachers must use texts 
and activities. There are four methods for helping 
students remember and solidify these words in 
their memory:  

1. Arousal and affect (the «cuddle factor»). 
Research suggests that students are more likely to 
remember a word if it triggers emotions in them 
and if they feel engaged and affected. To help 
students memorize new words, teachers can try to 
incorporate this cuddle factor by evoking similar 
emotions in the case of other words.  

2. Cognitive engagement (working it out). 
Students can better retain vocabulary when 
engaging in cognitive activities such as solving 
puzzles or categorizing words. 

3. Retrieval and use. Using language 
frequently through communicative activities 
strengthens vocabulary. 

4. Repetition of encounter. Students are more 
likely to remember a word if they encounter it 
repeatedly over a period of time [9]. 

Teaching Vocabulary Online 
Teaching and learning English as a Foreign 

Language has always relied on face-to-face 
communication. This allows students to develop 
their grammar and vocabulary within a 
communicative context. However, nowadays 
teachers must adjust their teaching methods and 
incorporate technology-based tools to teach 
grammar and vocabulary online. 

Zabolotna et al. [23], based on the literature 
published contemporarily, issued a study using two 
primary methods: bibliometric analysis and the 
Delphi method. The bibliometric analysis revealed 
that the primary keywords categorizing the 
technology that supports teaching vocabulary are 
as follows, based on the 203 articles examined: 

 Content Tools – for digital resources for 
content creation (13.5%). 

 Learning Platforms and Training Tools – 
interactive online services offering information, 
tools and resources (26.9%). 

 Social Tools – enabling synchronous 
communication (25%). 

 Personal Tools – individual tools for 
individual needs (13.9%). 
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 Research and Reference Tools – finding 
and citing works (27.4%). 

 Other Technologies, Approaches and 
Issues (6.3%).  

Based on the data, the most commonly used 
tools in the EFL Methodology course at Ukrainian 
universities include e-dictionaries, online search 
engines, podcasts, online translation tools, videos, 
data visualization tools, videoconferencing tools, 
social networks, and synchronous/asynchronous 
online communication tools [23]. 

Solano et al. [17] focused on educational 
technology in EFL teaching, particularly YouTube 
videos, Padlet, podcasts and Prezi. Their research 
indicates that students consider YouTube videos 
the favoured teaching tool among 
the aforementioned options. Additionally, the 
authors emphasise the importance of podcasts, 
claiming they are beneficial for improving 
pronunciation, fluency, listening and speaking 
skills while increasing knowledge of cross-cultural 
customs. Out of 150 students, 134 believed 
technology to be an effective tool for enhancing 
their English language knowledge. 

Ghanbaran and Ketabi [7] researched the 
correlation between language games and English 
improvement. The study was conducted in middle 
schools and involved 20 games. The findings were 
positive, proving that vocabulary can be 
acquired without pressure in the context of a game 
[10].  

Polok and Starowicz [15] explored the useful-
ness of various technological tools in enhancing 
vocabulary learning. They found that most teachers 
claimed a high level (46.5%) of competence, or 
even very high (14.9%), while 35.6% of them 
considered their skills average. The following tools 
were listed in the order of their usage frequency: 

 Youtube 
 Wordwall 
 Quizlet 
 Live worksheets 
 Interactive whiteboard 
 Online dictionary 
 Communicating platforms 
 Kahoot 
 Online computer games 
 E-mail 
 Quizizz 
 Podcasts 
 QR codes 
Conclusions and prospects of further 

exploration of the direction. With the new era of 
teaching, educators are compelled to overcome 
obstacles and adapt to a new teaching envi-
ronment. This means reassessing and improving 
teaching methods, gaining new perspectives, and 
discovering innovative solutions. Teachers must be 
well-versed in methodology and technological 
advancements. The fusion of technology, theory, 

and pedagogy results in a more thorough teaching 
process.  

In the new technological environment, there is 
an opportunity for vocabulary acquisition to 
flourish. Numerous research and studies have 
demonstrated the universal effectiveness of 
technological tools. Vocabulary teaching has 
improved by using interactive, creative, and 
versatile technological tools. The implementation 
of language learning platforms, software and other 
tools aids the acquisition of words. Educators must 
carefully choose from the available options based 
on the learner variables and their learners’ needs. 

Further research on the topic should focus on 
the following directions: 

1. Research should explore how to optimally 
combine technology with various teaching appro-
aches (e.g., grammar-translation, communicative, 
task-based) to enhance vocabulary learning. 

2. Studies should focus on developing 
strategies to address issues such as student 
motivation, engagement, and digital literacy in 
online vocabulary teaching. 
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