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FIVE BENEFITS OF ONLINE TEACHING IN TERTIARY EDUCATION
Ilona HUSZT]I, Ilona LECHNER (Berehove, Ukraine)

The third decade of the 21st century started with horribly shocking news: the
outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic. The disease has altered and restructured all
spheres of life and people around the globe had to conform to the new reality [5]. In
Ukraine, all-country quarantine was officially announced on 12 March, 2020, when
the educational process transitioned to the online mode. It was not common and in the
beginning, it caused enormous problems for both teachers and students [3]. However,
participants of the educational process familiarized themselves gradually with the
online teaching/learning form. Its routine and methods were acquired.

Thus, when on 24 February, 2022 the Russian-Ukrainian war started and
martial law was announced in Ukraine, face-to-face teaching was quitted and once
again, digital education was introduced. Fortunately, this caused fewer difficulties to
instructors and students as they had already experienced a similar transition two years
before. By this time, they had been well equipped with the knowledge on digital
learning and the various methods to be applied in the current situation [7].

The notion of distance learning 1s not the invention of COVID-19, as many
might think. Keegan gave a definition of distance education (DE) saying that it 1s
‘teaching and learning in which learning normally occurs in a different place from

teaching” [11: 20]. We also agree with the descriptors of Paulsen et al. [13] who
16
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characterise DE by physical separation of teachers and learners from each other, and
internet application for teaching and student-teacher interaction. Kamal, Zubanova,
Isaeva and Movchun [10] came to the conclusion that both face-to-face learning and
DE are effective, but diversely. Furthermore, Camilleri [1] reminds education leaders
and policy makers that online education models are likely to stay with us in the post-
COVID-19 era.

In 2020, our research team at the Ferenc Rékoczi 11 Transcarpathian Hungarian
College of Higher Education started the first phase of a longitudinal investigation
about online English and German teaching intending to get insights into this mode of
education and gain deeper understanding of the underlying principles. In Phase I of
our research, we have investigated secondary school children [2], secondary school
language teachers (English, German, Ukrainian and Hungarian) [6], tertiary students
learning four languages [9], and tertiary language instructors [8]. In Phase II, we
conducted interviews with tertiary language teachers inquiring about their
experiences with online teaching [12], while in Phase III of our research we
administered a questionnaire to 194 college students asking them to share their
emotions and attitudes to learning during war time [4].

Our research findings have revealed some shortcomings of online teaching.
However, we have found more advantages and benefits of this mode of teaching. The
following have been concluded:

1. The use of diverse digital applications is more intensive during online
teaching than offline, 1t makes the teaching process more exciting and enjoyable, and
therefore it 1s more motivating for students.

2. Students develop more learner autonomy, they learn how to cope with
various tasks, how to improve their time management, and thus be more responsible
for their own learning and progress.

3. Students are more motivated when they participate in synchronous online
classes than when they learn asynchronously, mainly because they can feel the virtual

presence of their peers.
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4. A positive effect on introverted students and students with learning
difficulties has been indicated by the results. This impact was evident as such
students could study in their own pace and they did not experience stress and did not
experience debilitating anxiety, either.

5. A further benefit from the students’ point of view that cannot be neglected or
ignored is the factor of time and money spent on commuting to and from the
educational establishment the student is studying at. With online education, this was
reduced practically to zero.

These are the primary benefits that teachers should bear in mind when teaching
online, because as Camilleri [1] suggested, it i1s here to say in the post-COVID-19 era,
so instructors ought to be prepared to continue functioning in the online mode.
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ENGLISH AS A LINGUA FRANCA IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE
TEACHING: ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES
Kateryna POZHYDAIEVA (Warsaw, Poland)

English as a lingua franca has become increasingly prominent in English
language teaching (ELT) contexts worldwide, raising important questions about
pedagogy, curriculum design, and language policy. This essay critically examines the
advantages and disadvantages of incorporating ELF principles into English language
teaching, considering its implications for language proficiency, intercultural
communication, and linguistic diversity.

One of the primary advantages of integrating ELF into English language
teaching is its emphasis on communicative competence over native-like proficiency.
By prioritising effective communication in real-world contexts, ELF pedagogy

encourages learners to develop pragmatic skills and intercultural communicative
20
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