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ways of using computers, videos, and tools not yet invented, so that what and how we
teach in school meshes into their lives [3, p. 244].

The teacher has not only to be able to explain the pronunciation of sounds correctly,
to intonate sentences, recite poems expressly and read texts aloud, but also pass on these
skills to pupils using latest techniques [4, p. 311].

Thus, phonetic competence is an integral part of communicative competence.
Modern teachers should apply in their work such methods, approaches and techniques that
will facilitate the effective assimilation of phonetic material and will encourage children to
learn a foreign language.
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AN INSIGHT INTO THE MYSTERIES OF LEARNING HUNGARIAN AS A FOREIGN
LANGUAGE

Foreign language learning is not just a way to communicate in another language but
to boost your opportunities in working, studying or travelling around the world. Nowadays
people can learn foreign languages almost everywhere especially English like a lingua
franca. In Ukraine it is also a popular language to be learnt. Nevertheless there are other
languages which can be learnt such as German, French or even Hungarian as well. It has
become a modern trend to learn Hungarian as a foreign language in Transcarpathia. It was
just a minority language to be taught several years ago, but today there has been a great
interest in learning it at school and on language courses as well. The reasons of learning it
are various, but language policy and economic policy in Ukraine might have contributed
to this situation [3, 65-69]. According to data of 2018 there are 159 pupils who learn
Hungarian as a second foreign language at schools in the district of Beregszasz [11]. There
are 5 schools where 865 pupils study it from the 1-11th forms in the city of
Beregszasz. There are other districts like Munkachevo, Uzhorod where pupils learn it. The
numbers might be much higher in other places. Between 2017 — 2018 more than 4
thousand language learners started to learn Hungarian on language courses.

Based on the data we have to count with it as a foreign language. It is common
among the language learners to say that it is impossible to learn this language , it is a very
difficult language [6, ]. But is it true indeed? This misbelief is so popular among the
students. I was so curious about the reasons of it. The historical backround says similar to
these. The Croatians refused the Hungarian language to be formal language beacause «
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There is a big distance between Hungarian and the Slavic languages, thus it cannot be a
lingua franca among the Slavic countries » [10, 58]. According to Andric Edit who
examined Serbian language learners studying Hungarian claimed that the difficulties occur
on the field of phonetics, morphology and syntax [1]. For the Serbians it is difficult to
pronounce Hungarian /a/ because they have a more open /a/. They hear Hungarian /a/ as it
was /o/. The same case occur when they prononuce Hungarian /e/ to /i/. Other problem
connected to morphology is to use verbal prefixes correctly ex.-el, -fel, - meg and etc. The
possessive suffixes —a,-e,-ja, -je-1, -ei-ai,-jai,-jei and etc.is also difficult for Serbians to use
them. If we talk about the syntax the wordorder is also a big problem. The wordorder is
rather flexible than restrictive. It depends on the speakers’ communicatives intentions. The
emphatic part of the sentence immediately goes before the verb, or the emphatic part is the
verb on its own: Peter drank a coffee-Peter ivott egy kavet (emphasis on agent), Peter egy
kavet ivott(emphasis on object), Ivott egy kavét Kati(emphasis on action),, Egy kavét ivott
Kati (emphasis on number), ect.

According to others linguists like Schmidt the latin alphabet used in Hungarian can
be a big problem for those whose native language use other types of alphabet like cyrillic
alphabet [13]. The definite and indefinite conjugation is also a problematic part of
Hungarian grammar [4]. especially for an Indoeuropean language learner. Language
learners do not understand the differences between the types of conjugation. Having
examined the Slovakian language learners studying Hungarian it has been found that the
harmony of vowels, definite and indefinite conjugation, the use of participles contribute to
the list of difficulties [8]. Based on the analysis of German-Hungarian interference
phenomena the following categories were stated as a problematic part: the inflection
personal pronouns, the use of articles, the congruence of noun and verbal forms, the use of
simple and double negation, the use of auxiliary verbs, lexical and syntactical specifities
[5]. It seems that all of the examined language learners have difficulties with the negative
interference of mother tongue. By the way there are other kind of difficulties in learning
Hungarian like lack of motivation, the heterogeneous classes at school, or in the field of
pragmatics cultural distances [2; 9].

The question is that Are these difficulties only typical for studying Hungarian as a
foreign language or not? Researches investigating the main difficulties of foreign
language learning show that the negative language transfer cause a lot of problems [14]. It
is held to be responsible for foreign accents, the mistakes in using inflection or wordorder.
According to James B. Wold’s findings whose native language is non-alphabetical and
has never been taught English before, plays an essential role of attending foreign
language courses, wavering motivation [13]. Applied linguists concentrate more on
negative transfer than on positive transfer. Cultural differences also cause problems in
foreign language learning. Lin Bai examined Cheenese language learners studying
English and he concluded that language and culture are closely related to each other thus it
is very difficult for Cheenese to understand English. Cultural negative transfer is one
common phenomena in students’ speaking and writings [7].

Comparing the problems of studying Hungarian and difficulties of foreign language
learning we can find several similarities. The myth of this difficult language might not be
as complicated as it seems to be.
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