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Hungarian College of Higher Education
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Primary, Pre-School Education
and Management of Educational Institutions

INTERNATIONAL ACADEMIC CONFERENCE
Berehove, 30-31 March 2023

EPSEGIZMUS ELLENI KUZDELEM A FELSOOKTATASBAN:
FELTARO KUTATAS AZ INKLUZIO FOLYAMATELVU MODELLJE
MENTEN A PECSI TUDOMANYEGYETEM SPECIALIS SZUKSEGLETU

ES NEURODIVERGENS HALLGATOINAK KOREBEN (2010-2022)
ES A PARTNERINTEZMENYEK JOGYAKORLATAINAK TUKREBEN

TOSZEGI J. ZSOFIA

Pécsi Tudomanyegyetem, Nevelés- és Oktataselméleti Tanszék
toszegi.zsofia@pte.hu

Kulesszavak: inkluzios index, neurodiverzitas, fogyatékossaggal €16 hallgatok
a felsdoktatasban

Jelen tanulmény a neurodiverzitast targyald szakirodalom alapvetéseit foglalja
Ossze, s a sokszinliségbdl mint értékbdl indul ki. Az épségizmust azzal a
merész kijelentéssel vonja kérddre, miszerint egy adott tanulokozosségben a
specidlis sziikségletekkel €16 vagy neurodivergens egyént nem is barmely testi-
vagy érzékszervi fogyatékossaga, pszichés fejlddési- vagy autizmus spektrum
zavara korladtozza, hanem valdjaban az 6t be nem fogadd, és a hozza
alkalmazkodni nem képes kornyezete teszi fogyatékossa (Ntombela-Mahlangu,
2019). A fogyatékossag szocidlis modellje a fogyatékkal élok tarsadalmi
kirekesztettségének strukturdlis elemzését tette lehetdvé (Hasler, 1993).
Tudoményos kutatasok eredményei is alatdmasztjdk a paradigmavaltast,
miszerint a kiilonféle gondolkodasti, a mashogyan tanul6 €és a tananyaghoz
masképp hozzaféré embertarsaink patologizélasa helyett a biodiverzitas
elfogadasara, az agyi valtozatok eldnyeire, a részképességek fejleszthetdségére
és a lehetdségek megteremtésére lenne hatékonyabb fokuszalni (Ranken,
2020). A tanulas és oktatasi kornyezet egyetemes tervezésével (Universal
Design of Learning) pedig az volna a cél, hogy egy-egy megoldas minél tobb
hallgatonak, oktatonak és dolgozonak adjon lehetdséget a sikeres és hatékony
részvételre (Bracken-Novak, 2019). De vajon a gyakorlatban mennyire
kovethetd le ez a tudomanyos szemléletvaltas? A fogyatékossaggal €16
hallgatok milyen tapasztalattal érkeznek hozzank a PTE-re, s mit gondolnak az
elényben részesitésrol? A befogadd kornyezet tovabb tudott-e fejlédni az
egyénileg kezelt problémdk szintjérél egy intézményes stratégiaépités felé?
Mik a kovetkezd tennivalok a Tamogatd Szolgéalat munkatarsai €és hallgatoi
szerint? Ezekre a kérdésre kerestem valaszt a PTE-n a sajatos nevelési igénylik
miatt sebezhetd, ezért a felvételi pontszamitaskor elényben részesitett hallga-
tokkal késziilt interjuim soran. Bar a minta még nem reprezentativ, de minden-
képp informativ abbdl a szempontbol, hogy az Inkluzié Folyamatelvii Modellje
(Varga, 2015) koré tematikusan csoportosithatok az eddig felmertilt kihivasok
¢s jogyakorlatok.
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Primary, Pre-School Education
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CHALLENGING ABLEISM IN HIGHER EDUCATION:
EXPERIENCES OF STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS & NEURODIVERSITY.
EXPLORATIVE RESEARCH USING A PROCESS-BASED MODEL OF INCLUSION

AT THE UNIVERSITY OF PECS (2010-2022) IN LIGHT OF THE BEST PRACTICES
FROM PARTNER INSTITUTIONS

ZSOFIA J. TOSZEGI

University of Pécs, Department of Educational Theory
toszegi.zsofia @pte.hu

Keywords: inclusive index, disability and neurodiversity in higher education

My dissertation presentation will offer a literature review on the most recent
findings of the current DEI research in the context of higher education students
with disability, especially with a focus on neurodiversity. I have created a
survey based on the original Booth-Ainscow Inclusion Index (UNESCO,
2015) in my translation into Hungarian. I have also created a Hungarian
translation of the Inclusivity Tips for Educators with the permission of the
expert consultant of the consortium and created a self-evaluation tool for
faculty members based on the Inclusivity Tipp List for Educators (CHARM-
EU, 2021). The aims of these survey instruments are to explore the
characteristics of inclusiveness in our higher education institutions. Among
students who are underrepresented in HE, I focus specifically on a group with
less visible disabilities, namely, neurodivergent individuals. Neurodiversity as
an approach challenges ableism by boldly asserting, that in a learning
community, individuals arenot solely limited by their own physical, sensory
or speech disabilities nor by their mental or cognitive developmental states,
but they are in fact primarily disabled by their environment, which does not
accept them or provide reasonable accommodations (Ntombela- Mahmangu,
2019). To what extent has this academic shift translated into practice? What
are the experiences of students with disabilities (especially with
neurodiversity) at our universities? Is “preferential treatment” enough to
retain them, help them graduate and transition successfully to meaningful
jobs? Has the inclusive environment been able to evolve from dealing with
problems on an individual level to building an institutional strategy and
collaborative system? What are the next steps for Support Service staff and
students? I soughtanswers to these questions by started to analyze 10 years of
student data collected by the Neptune Unified Education System, designed
Surveys and semi-structured interview questionsfor students and faculty, and
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conducted individual and focus-group interviews with neurodivergent
students (N=11), students with other disabilities (N=11) and Support Service
staff (N=12) from the University of Pecs. My dissertation will also examine
the inclusion policies and practices of three partner universities using
document analyses, semi-structures interviews, participant observation and
survey to highlight the successes and the challenges. Although the sample is
not yet representative, it is certainly informative, and the qualitative data
gained from the interviews and the open-ended survey questions (N=31)
continue to give valuable insights to student experiences that can be
thematically clustered around the pillars of the Process-based Model of
Inclusion showing challenges that need to be tackled as well as best practices
worth disseminating (Varga, 2015).
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