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EDUCATION AND STUDENTS DURING THE CHOLERA EPIDEMIC OF 1831 

 

GYÖRGY DANCS 
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Department of History and Social Sciences 

dancs.gyorgy@kmf.org.ua 

 

Keywords: cholera, epidemic, 1831, education, students 

 

The cholera epidemic first reached Europe in 1831. It had been a difficult task for 

the states to cope with that little-known disease. The fight against the epidemic 

focused primarily on border restrictions on the countries where disease outbreaks 

were concentrated, and isolating the infected patients. Although there had been 

significant progress in medical training, medical procedures to prevent the spread of 

the disease and to treat patients were mostly unsuccessful. The fight against the 

epidemic also posed significant challenges for the society. In some places, the 

inhabitants also had to cope with the lack of food. Mass events and gatherings were 

banned while educational institutions were closed. Since the students were left 

nothing to do, they repeatedly joined the masses protesting against the closures, 

which were dispersed by armed forces. 
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