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Introduction of  new teaching tools, curricula and teaching materials
Our aim is to present the journey travelled by the greek Catholic Church 
from the establishment of  the independent diocese of  Hajdúdorog until na-
tionalization. We intend to highlight the side of  the search for identity that 
was given as an opportunity by upbringing and education.

from 1877, the Hungarian Catholic episcopate as a central body began to 
manage Catholic public education. The direct local management was exercised 
by the maintaining local parish through the establishment of  school boards from 
1877. It can be dated from the same date that the Hungarian Catholic episco-
pate transferred the authority of  the former episcopal school-inspector to the 
position of  the archdiocesan school-inspector who was at a higher hierarchical 
level. The bishop appointed the competent people to act upon the affairs of  all 
Catholic elementary schools in the county (Mészáros 2000: 223).

The primary function of  the religious curricula in the era of  dualism 
was religious education and the achievement to make students become loyal 
and self-aware members of  their church even as adults (farkas 2008: 35). 
In the greek-Catholic public schools, similar to the Roman Catholic public 
schools, teaching took place based on the state curricula.

At the same time, some of  its chapters were supplemented with a kind 
of  specific justification so that it could totally contribute - in some ways - to 
the special education of  Catholic children (Mészáros 2000: 226). The first cur-
riculum of  the Catholic public schools was published in 1877, it was the cur-
riculum valid for the Catholic public schools of  the latin and greek rites in 
Hungary (farkas 2008: 35). The new curriculum published in 1896 had many 
innovations, such as the transformation of  the subject structure, the emphasis 
on concentration between subjects, the detailed curriculum, and the fact that 
church history became an integral part of  history teaching (farkas 2008:32). 
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farkas (2008:32) confirmed that the most important goal of  upbringing 
and education was to make the students loyal to the Catholic Church and a 
useful member of  society by their adulthood. The new curriculum was pub-
lished in 1905, in which education for national self-awareness was expressed 
in a more definite form.  Basically, the subjects were divided into two groups: 
Subjects of  Religious life and Subjects of  National life.

This curriculum was replaced by the one published in 1926 which was 
followed by a new version in 1932 under the title Curriculum and Instructions 
based on the work of  the Catholic education Council.

The collection published in 1937 entitled Curriculum and Instructions 
for everyday and general Catholic public schools was also a material issued by 
the Hungarian Catholic episcopate, which was mandatory on the educational 
authorities of  all Catholic public schools and all Catholic public school teachers. 

It revealed to be a suppletory job, which was highlighted by the school 
visits required by the instruction published under Number  7000/1935.  as im-
plementation C. of  the legal article VI. of  1935. This new regulation provided 
great help to compile the syllabi and lesson plans to be checked during the visits.

It is already confirmed in the preamble that the "noble objectives" of  the 
state curriculum will be adopted, emphasizing the student’s ability "to be able 
to rise to the source of  his soul, that is, to God, in every situation, good or bad" (Curricu-
lum and Instruction 1937: 5). He stated as a goal that the aim of  the Catholic 
public school was to educate "self-conscious, Catholic, moral, patriotic, intelligent and 
self-sacrificing citizens for the church and the state" (Syllabus and instructions 1937: 
7). This is clearly reflected in the division of  subjects and subject descriptions.

The greek Catholic Church followed the instructions of  the Hungarian 
Catholic episcopate considering the organization and management of  educa-
tion, but at the same time, the greek Catholic self-consciousness within the 
Catholic Church gained a stronger voice in relation to the use of  coursebooks.

from May 1848, Szent István Association supplied the Catholic public 
schools with a set of  coursebooks with a Catholic spirit. The regulation pub-
lished in 1877 and issued by the Hungarian Catholic episcopate stated that 
" coursebooks published only by Szent István Association can be used in Catholic public 
schools" (Mészáros 2000: 229).

In 1929, the periodical under the title görögkatholikus Tanító expressed 
a definite dissatisfaction with the Catholic coursebooks (M.T. 1927: 5): "even in 
history, the chronicle is silent about us, and even in geography there are incorrect data about 
us, and even negligence" (M.T. 1927: 5). 

first of  all, the greek Catholic liturgy and Church History course-
books were completed. 

Inántsy-PaP, ágnes – szIlágyI, BarnaBás



49

iNterNatioNal academic coNfereNce

gradually, it got a stronger voice that "one of  the great tasks of  our pub-
lic schools is to develop a strong, convinced Greek Catholic self-awareness, insistence on 
the church, the beautiful ceremonies and the glorious historical past" (M.T. 1927: 5). 
By 1928, the Reading Book family was completed for the greek Catholic 
public schools with the permission of  the main authority of  the diocese of  
Hajdúdorog, published by franklin Association, based on the New Catholic 
elementary Public School Curriculum, using Károly Kocsán and dr. józsef  
lányi’s Catholic reading book. Within a short period, the two geography 
coursebooks were also completed for the greek-Catholic public schools. In 
1934, in the greek Catholic School section of  the periodical görögkatolikus 
Szemle, it came into prominence again to "emphazise our Greek Catholic character 
from the first lesson of  the teaching, from the crucifixion...through the fast, the ceremony, the 
feast, etc.  until the last possibility." (Tóth 1934: 4).

In 1936, a new exhortation to use greek Catholic coursebooks ap-
peared in the greek Catholic School section of  the periodical görögkatolikus 
Szemle: "the main problem is that the Greek Catholic parents' children have also used 
Roman Catholic reading books and coursebooks so far!", "After all, the school is Greek, 
let the coursebook be, too!" (Gebri 1936: 4). This indicated that although there were 
already greek Catholic coursebooks, their use could not be said to be general 
in greek Catholic public schools.

announcement of  the cultural program
fifteen years after founding the diocese of  Hajdúdorog, the search for iden-
tity also appeared in the cultural program of  the greek Catholics in Hungary.
In 1927, Canon jenő Bányay, the second chief  school-inspector of  the dio-
cese of  Hajdúdorog, in his article published in the Máriapócs Naptár under 
the title greek Catholic Culture Program, basically identified three directions 
for the expression of  greek Catholic identity: intellectual products, cultural 
institutions and the development of  religious life. 

This new cultural program was a kind of  reaction to the cultural prog-
ram described by the Minister of  Religion and Public education at the general 
assembly of  the National league for the Protection of  Children in the spring 
of  1926. Referring to the fact that greek Catholics were hit the hardest by the 
peace that ended World War I, the chief  school-inspector emphasized that 
the key to their progress is the development of  various cultural institutions 
and religious life. Among the intellectual products, he referred to a diocesan 
periodical the görög Katholikus Tudósító presenting its mission and the 
importance of  its survival. He also evaluated the situation of  the teachers’ 

the SearCh For GreeK CatholIC IDeNtIty...
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periodical called görög Katholikus Tanítók lapja. He believed that it would 
be more useful to merge it into the diocesan periodical. He wrote about the 
calendar published yearly, but criticized the current issue. finally, among the 
intellectual products, he wrote about coursebooks. He also emphasized that 
the Catholic coursebooks of  the time were of  high standard, but they were 
lack of  the greek Catholic character. 

Among the cultural institutions, he mentioned the seminary in the 
first place. from the point of  view of  priest training, it is very important 
for them not to study in a Roman Catholic seminary, because they do 
not train the students for greek Catholic self-awareness. He felt it equally 
important to establish boarding schools in order to educate and maintain 
ecclesiastic and secular intelligence. Among the greek Catholic cultural 
institutions, he mentioned the National Association of  Hungarian greek 
Catholics and the National Association of  Hungarian greek Catholic 
Women in the first place.

He summarized the task of  these organizations as the following: "the 
gathering of  all Greek Catholic Hungarians in one camp, the enforcement of  the faithful in 
the social and economic field, the establishment of  a Greek Catholic bank and the establish-
ment of  a federal printing house." (Bányay 1927: 47). He also listed the educational 
institutions among the cultural institutions. He mentioned the difficulties that 
each religious denomination school entailed on parishes. 

At the same time, he emphasized that "we can raise and educate our children 
on a religious and moral basis and in a Greek Catholic spirit only in our own schools." 
(Bányay 1927: 48). Moreover, he encouraged the establishment of  additional 
schools. finally, he wrote about the cultural spreading role of  reading circles.

He was aware of  the fact that the key to the development of  religious 
life was the publication of  periodicals with a religious spirit, the distribution 
of  prayer and hymn books as widely as possible, and the formation of  
religious associations. Among the press products, Keleti egyház, Kelet, 
görögkatholikus Szemle, görögkatholikus Élet, görögkatholikus egyhá-
zi Értesítő, görögkatholikus lelkipásztor, Máriapócs Naptár, and Magosz 
Naptár helped to express the greek Catholic identity. The number and 
activity of  the associations increased continuously until 1948. Among 
the coursebooks, reading books and geography coursebooks appeared 
in addition to ritual and church history books. Boarding schools were 
established in the big cities, Teacher Training College of  Hajdúdorog in 
1942, and in 1950 the diocesan College of  Religious Studies and Priest 
Training Institution were established.
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Provisions of  the bishops regarding education and upbringing
In the case of  educational institutions of  the Catholic Church, either the dio-
cese or the given religious order is the maintainer of  the school. from the 
founding of  the diocese of  Hajdúdorog in 1912 until nationalization, the 
guidelines for the operation of  greek Catholic-maintained educational in-
stitutions were determined by the state regulations, in the circular letters of  
the county bishops, based on the provisions of  the Hungarian Catholic epis-
copate. In that period, the provisions of  the county bishops István Miklósy 
(1912-1937) and Miklós dudás (1939-1972) were decisive related to education 
and upbringing.

In the greek Catholic episcopal Archives some episcopal circular let-
ters 1913, 1914, 1916, 1917, 1918, 1922, 1923, 1924, 1925, 1928, 1929, 1931, 
1932, 1934, 1936 remained from this period from 1939, 1940, 1941, 1942, 
1943, 1944, 1946, 1947, 1948, which we could use as a basis for our analysis.

In total 166 provisions were made during this period, which were spe-
cifically related to greek Catholic education. Of  these, 122 can be connected 
to István Miklósy and 44 to Miklós dudás. 131 of  the provisions can be 
grouped around ten major issues (Table 1):

table 1. Provisions of  the county bishops Miklósy and 
Dudás of  hajdúdorog in thematic distributions (pc)

Issues Number of  provisions (pc)
Teachers 48
Regulation of  education 10
Management of  school administration 20
Curricula, coursebooks 16
School building 14
establishment of  a new institution 2
School maintenance 4
Request for statistical data 4
library 2
Raising for a purpose 11

Source: episcopal circulars letters, 1913-1948

In the case of  educational regulations, the two bishops conveyed the laws and 
decrees basically marked with the name of  the Minister of  Religion and Public 
education as well as the provisions of  the Hungarian Catholic episcopate to 
the clergy in their circular letters. This was primarily about educational regu-
lations and the field of  school administration. In the field of  coursebooks, 
they recommended the books of  Szent István publishing company, and later 
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their own greek Catholic coursebooks. Most of  the provisions related to the 
school building were about handing over the school building for some kind of  
purpose, eg. for military purposes, for daycare purposes, for free educational 
purposes, and for vacation purposes. In four cases the two church leaders 
asked the clergy for a detailed report on the school in their parish.

Both county bishops paid great attention to the collection eg. for war 
orphans or impoverished Transcarpathian villages. In two cases, they gave 
guidelines  regarding school libraries.

The bishops made provisions about the teachers’ fate with the greatest 
prudence, 48 provisions were made regarding teachers (Table 2).

table 2: thematic proportion of  the provisions of  hajdúdorog County 
Bishops Miklósy and Dudás regarding teachers in numbers (pc) (self-made)
Issues Number of  provisions (pc)
salary, remuneration 16
substitution 2
further training 4
flat, garden 3
subsidization 1
qualification 3
conditions of  employment 6
organizing new jobs 5
income review 5
spiritual practice 3

Source: episcopal circulars letters, 1913-1948

Most of  the provisions regarding teachers were related to their salaries. Church 
leaders defined further guidelines in connection with their further training and 
spiritual practices, as well as  determining the conditions of  employment and 
qualifications.

Both Cardinal józsef  Mindszenty, Prince Primate, Archbishop of  esz-
tergom, and Miklós dudás, then-reigning county bishop of  the diocese of  
Hajdúdorog reacted to the news of  the nationalization of  the schools in the 
form of  a circular letter, which had to be read out to the faithful in the churches. 
Both church leaders characterized the nationalization of  Catholic schools as 
a great loss and pain, particularly mentioning the impossible situation of  the 
monk teachers. All in all, both bishops encouraged their followers to continue 
the Christian education of  their children within the framework of  the family, 
the parish and the church.
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