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The place and role of transborder cooperation in the modern system of international 

relations should be viewed in the context of strategic national and state interests, foreign 

political actions directed at maintaining and realization of these interests. Transborder 

cooperation between Ukrainian and Hungarian regions in early XXI century is determined 

by the development and application of modern innovation mechanisms and principles. One 

of the ways to increase competitiveness of border regions is the application of clusters. 

Cluster approach is one of the most optimal mechanisms of increasing social and economic 

development of the neighbouring countries’ periphery. Nowadays the transport and logistic 

activity, cooperation in the Ukrainian-Hungarian border region is of utmost significance for 

the development of transborder cooperation. Formation of clusters in the Ukrainian-

Hungarian border region is an efficient means of development of innovational activity of 

border regions in Ukraine and Hungary. Moreover, this testifies to the use of competitive 

advantages by Ukraine and Hungary and the formation of a European level transborder 

logistic cluster. 

Integration of Ukraine's transport and road complex into the European and world 

transport systems requires the formation of a national network of transport corridors within 

the system of international ones, as well as the development of logistic centres, the formation 

of logistic clusters in the border regions that are the main structures in the system of 

international haulage. By using their favourable geopolitical location, border regions of 

Ukraine and Hungary can not only increase the amount of transit freight, but also form new 

institutional forms and mechanisms to form a branched network of component systems of 

international transport corridors. The fifth transport corridor that unites Southern European 

countries via the territory of Ukrainе achieves the Trans-Siberian Railway (Russia), thus 

uniting Western Europe with the Far East and China, crosses the state border of Ukrainе and 

the Transcarpathian region. On the Hungarian side there is the international logistic centre 

Záhony built with the participation of Russia, Hungary, and Ukraine. In the transborder 
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region, covering the Hungarian Szabolcs-Szatmár-Bereg county, the Ukrainian 

Transcarpathian region, the Slovak Košice Region and the Satu Mare county in Romania 

and uniting railway, automobile, air, river transport, of utmost importance is logistics.  

The possibility of forming a transborder transport and logistic cluster in the border 

territories of Ukrainе and Hungary is of utmost importance for on the territory of Hungary 

in the Záhony border region there is a logistic centre with traditionally developed Ukrainian-

Hungarian trade, economic, and expeditionary relations that form a strong basis for the 

formation of transborder transport and logistic cluster. It is clear that first of all it is necessary 

to form a transportation and logistic cluster on the territory of Transcarpathia. 

The main component of the transportation and logistic cluster in Transcarpathia should 

become an international transportation and logistic centre (ITLC). The international 

transport and logistic centre will become the operator of export-import and transit freight 

traffic and in a unified centre, on the basis of general information sphere it will be able to 

guarantee efficient integrated logistic service of shipping and processing processes as well 

as of customs, brokerage and concomitant services. In fact, the international transportation 

and logistic centre (ITLC) in Chop (Transcarpathian region, Ukrainе) can become a unifying 

body to control intermodal transportation on the Western border of U, whose offices should 

be located in Záhony (Hungary), Čierna nad Tisou (Slovakia), powerful international trade 

and transport centres – intersections of transport traffic from Europe to Asia and vice versa.  

The availability of a powerful transport hub Chop-Mukachevo-Batyevo-Uzhhorod, the 

passage of the 5th (Cretan) international transport corridor (Trieste-Ljubljana-Budapest-

Bratislava-Chop-Lviv) conditioned the fact that Transcarpathia is one of the most attractive 

international border transportation hubs in Ukrainе for the arrival of transnational 

corporations.  

Formation of a logistic cluster in Transcarpathia can interest transnational corporations 

as to their participation in the process in case the strategy of territorial government bodies is 

professionally elaborated, concrete in space and time, is in compliance with the transnational 

corporation’s interests to get reliable, quick and qualitative logistic services, use 

technologically highly developed communication infrastructure, namely, international air 

communication, including the use of general purpose aviation that would maintain the work 

of companies without hours-long waiting time at border crossing points that would in its turn 

lower the cost price of the transnational corporation’s products. Only in this case 

transnational companies will participate in the formation of a logistic cluster on the territory 

of Transcarpathia, until then they will make use of their own logistic departments spending 

substantial funds on their maintenance. 
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The availability on the territory of the Transcarpathian region bordering on four 

European countries of one of the biggest border transportation complexes, 6 international 

and 4 intergovernmental railway and automobile crossing points, an international airport as 

well as the possibility to develop river transport objectively makes Transcarpathia a natural 

transit bridge between Europe and Asia. The main aim of developing this sphere is the 

improvement of the economic potential of the region in general. This can be performed by 

taking into account two tendencies: by using the favourable location of the region, the 

development of transport routes and service infrastructure of the transit traffic on the one 

side, and the improvement of the economic situation in the region by means of developing 

local infrastructure on the other. 

The geopolitical position of the Transcarpathian region and EU transport policy 

provide for an intensive traffic of motor transport, transit by rail freightage and that requires 

extension of the network, increased quality of technical infrastructure of communication, 

service and information provision. Expansion of the EU to the Ukrainian borders as well as 

new member countries in the Schengen zone conditioned the increased significance of a 

number of factors:  

- regional EU policy covered Western regions of Ukraine and they were governed by 

new instruments of the Programme of EU neighbourhood; 

- the mechanism of action of EU regional policy by means of financial support of 

transborder projects from the Structural funds fosters the development and implementation 

of regional strategies of development not only for the border regions, but also of common 

conceptions of developing transborder regions, thus enhancing the implementation of new 

methods of territorial administration, increasing the standard of life of the population in the 

Ukrainian regions, etc.;  

- EU transport policy stipulates the intensification of building up communicative 

infrastructure and the introduction of new technologies and methods in the sphere of 

transport; 

- location of Ukrainе between powerful Western and Eastern markets creates the 

conditions to form a powerful complex of international transportation that should be used 

under the conditions of ever increasing competition. 




